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THE L'ENFANT MEMORIALS. 

The originals of these memorials are the property of 
Mr Henry A. Willard of this city, who secured them 
by purchase at the sale of the collection of autographs 
of the late Ben Perly Poore. Mr Willard has kindly 
permitted them to be copied for publication in this 
volume of the transactions of this society. Their veri- 
fication seems to be conclusively established. All of 
them are marked by the lines of folding and have the 
endorsement of official papers. To three of the docu- 
ments the signature of L'Enfant is affixed, and two are 
in his handwriting. The memorial dated Philadelphia, 
August 30th, 1800, and addressed "To the Commission- 
ers of the City of Washington," is not in his handwrit- 
ing and is without his signature, but it contains refer- 
ences to others to which his signature is affixed, one 
of which is in his handwriting. The memorial, dated 
Philadelphia, December 7, 1800, addressed "To the 
Honorable the Senate and the Honorable the House 
of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled," and "paper referred to per memo- 
rial December 7th," and endorsed No. 1, and the "State- 
ment of the case of L'Enfant, December 11th, 1800," 
are in his handwriting and bear his signature. 

These facts and circumstances satisfy the Committee 
on Publication of the authenticity of the memorials 
and accompanying papers, and justify their publication 
as verified copies of the originals in possession of Mr. 
Willard: 

To the Commissioners of the City of Washington 

Philadelphia August 30th 1800 
A concurrence of disastrous events rendering my po- 



IJEnfanVs Memorials. 73 

sition so difficult as to be no longer possible to with- 
stand unless speedily relief be obtained by collecting 
what yet remains my due: I trust the simple mention 
of the case will justify an application to your Board 
and with Instance on the Subject of my late Concern in 
the affairs of the City of Washington. — 

I confided in the wisdom and honor of him whose pa- 
triotic views in giving birth to the Federal Establish- 
ment he knew my Zeal & Exertions were great to have 
forwarded, but at the present juncture, and since left 
with you Gentlemen to mourn the departed American 
Chief, thus at once missing the friend, and principal 
dependency in my cause, and of course became censur- 
able for too great a confidence and liberality it will not 
be expected I can any longer forbear claiming Redress 
for Injury w T hen the feeling is rendered so acute and the 
Consequences distressing. 

I indeed indulged the hope that — though an ill Star 
would have me be driven from the grand Concern in 
the affair of the City of Washington too soon for the 
merit of my labour there having been made perceptible 
to vulgar Senses — still the all comprehensive mind of 
its founder having adopted my Ideas and esteemed in 
the dev elopement of early attempts the promise of com- 
plete success would at this moment have acknowledged 
but the attainment (be it of only the leading object) 
for all the changes of Agency that have been does not 
the less leave the public Indebted to me. — 

In the first place he knew, that — to my exertions your 
Commission owed the acquisition of means over com- 
mensurate with the Work to have supplied and by an 
oeconomy of which (on principles as were suggested) 
the City was at the end made a rich Corporation — he 
knew that — I derived no profit by the transaction 
while the immediate result to others has been a great 
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Increase of their wealth from rise of property over a 
vast extent of territory, and if this Increase has not 
continued in a progressive ratio — if the business has 
proved more Complex than expected — if the progress 
has not been so rapid nor so brilliant and the resources 
were soon done away, reflection could not fail but con- 
vince him how these disappointments were invited by 
a departure from my principle and particularly for 
having given way to the seduction of that active 
Agency of all evil, Speculation, — he knew my early fear 
of the result when seeing the Interest that had already 
worked to disable your Commission of its means at the 
first stirred up disturbance of my operations combining 
with Jealousy to render loud the cry against keeping 
me powerful in the direction. — he had seen how sud- 
denly after my retreat the City property being depre- 
ciated to an excessive low rate actual Bankrupts, Land 
and Stock Jobbers became the forestallers of the major 
portion and well approved and safe mode of accelerat- 
ing public Improvements being renounced the growth 
of the City left a chance of Caprice was retarded 
through grumbling Interest and a Swindling Scheme 
of Lottery and to these facts the repeated call by your 
Commission made upon Government for assistance con- 
curring in proof of the promised by Speculation Con- 
tract, he surely must have allowed but the apprehen- 
sion of the consequences of which I had warned were 
not chimerical when besides it is seen that with all the 
product from Sale of House Lots and the intermissive 
Supply obtained it has not in seven years lapse enabled 
the Completion of even one half of the main Edifices. — 
The Remark here reminding of the promise upon 
wch I engaged in the planning of the Federal Seat, of 
the Subsequent agreement with your Commission and 
how ungraciously when a thorough understanding of 
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my plan being presumed and the execution thought 
facile, these were deceived through underhand meas- 
ures which in the origin recognised inconsistent being 
in the proposal to me also Insulting Compelled my res- 
ignation, were I now to particularise grievances — that 
of the breach of the engagement to me respecting those 
edifices doubtless would be ranked high for having de- 
stroyed an essential part of the combined division of 
the City and thereupon if it were asked whence arose 
the disagreement so distructive of mine and the gen- 
eral Interest — recollecting how some of the esteemed 
friends of the enterprize in acknowledging the supe- 
riority of my Scheme at the same time confessed a re- 
gret at my standing so conspicuously the Agent of its 
success, it would easily be explained how the illiberal 
Sentiment rallying round all the inimical and the spec- 
ulative Emulated the working to detach me from the 
business and to strip me also of the fame as has be- 
come manifest. — 

1st. From the ascendancy of those friends and period 
at which exercised, persuading upon the high author- 
ity by whom I acted the discontinuance of accustomed 
familiar and direct communication with me on the sub- 
ject of the City affairs whence followed an unshakened 
disturbancy of the best approved of my measures and 
abuse consequent also to your Commission refusal of 
explaining the object and denial of redress of private 
injury done by the mistake. 

2ndly. From the manner my right as author, to the 
general Map of the City was nullified, first inducing 
my consent to an essay engraving, and next hindering 
it by taking the principal hand away from the work 
and secretly having had a number of Copies drawn of 
that Map for private gratification and such as also were 
seen in the Senate and in the House of Representatives 
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wherein they had been hastened through opposition to 
the promised honors of myself presenting those bodies 
with the Original. 

3rdly. From the deception of employing near me of a 
disguised personage who rendering himself serviceable 
gained free access to all my papers and so honorably ac- 
quitted of his Secret Commission gathering all by 
transcription and chalk out of Manuscripts and Draw^- 
ings as to have at the opportune moment secured all 
that could serve to others to reap reputation and profit 
from my labours. 

4th. From the Invitation given to a particular Indi- 
vidual, a copiest of my own plan, bringing him forward 
as original proprietor, by which was seen superceding 
me in the direction of the Capitol Edifice one of repute 
for having betrayed a trust deserting his duty to me on 
an occasion before and to the utter disappointment of 
a public object. 

Sthly. From the incorrect representation of my dis- 
position when saying that I declined acting under your 
Commission — whereas w r ell avered that no terms ever 
were offered to me on wch to have obtained my senti- 
ments and .that I myself made advances which re- 
mained unanswered proposing a mode of adjusting dif- 
ferent and for the organization of the business, for the 
Security of my Agency in wch I simply wished the 
agreement mutually binding to respect and observance, 
a precaution well justified from prior violation. 

6thly. From the Conduct of one highly trusted but 
on whose dependency on particular patronage made 
him connive with all the inimical and Contentious be- 
sides when free from my Control his deviating from 
the agreed with me in the execution of my plan and in- 
juriously too to all property by having rendered num- 



UEnfanVs Memorials. 11 

bers of it incapable of improvement wch by my combi- 
nation were made the most advantageous. 

Tthly. From the assumption altogether of the prop- 
erty of my plan, again secretly engraving, wch engrav- 
ing incorrect in part being given for guide of operations 
has been misleading all succeeding Surveyors whose 
innocent Errors for want of knowledge of my method 
of offset of lines where angles fall under a certain degree, 
necessarily must have atchieved equal mischief as 
where the mistake has been malicious. 

8th. From the tricking proceeding on my discover- 
ing of the above when after I generously permitted the 
completing of the engraving and had even lent manu- 
scripts drafts as were said wanting for correction — 
those manuscripts were detained and I refused the re- 
visal of the proofs in printing. 

9thly. From me finding my name erased from the 
title of the Map at the moment of publication and leav- 
ing stand on one of my Assistants, — a proceeding too 
plainly descrying by what Mind dictated, for need 
being of remark upon as besides the petty policy proved 
itself also by the careful omission of my name in all 
subsequent publications pamphleting and other more 
unstable accounts of the City Establishment. 

lOthly. From the forcible Seizure of particular drafts 
manuscripts in deposit and of other abstracts papers 
and effects likewise Stealhed away from my Agents 
and out of my own quarters when in my absence the 
disturbances consequent to the combined arrest and 
false Imprisonment of that Agent laid all open to plun- 
der, and by which I was bereaved of the possibility of 
effecting an intended publication of the City Plan in 
my own name. 

11th. From the hearty and pressant manner of a 
tender of a little Money expressedly as acquit of all 
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obligations the rejection of which commended by feel- 
ing of a better due was no less determined by discov- 
ery at the very time of the abusive dealing as stated 
No. 3, 8, 9 and 10 

12thly. From the extention of the wrong in having 
contemptuously of the assurance given me in primary 
instances but the publication of my plan was meant to 
be limited multiplied the emission in rapid succession 
to each other, and disposed of the prints not merely 
through the United States but over all Country beyond 
Sea thus spreading the fame of the enterprize robbing 
me of the merit and of my fortune by making the great 
proceed the enrichment of them who have no title to it 
except it be as expert Agents of Villainy. 

If pausing here and to shorten the disgraceful Cata- 
logue the question were to turn upon what has been 
my own conduct — I conscious of no wrong at my hand 
done would simply reply but my endeavours were uni- 
formly to the purpose of the enterprize, and the System 
of my Process likewise the best calculated (known of) 
to have within the appointed term raised the City a fit 
Capital for this vast growing Empire and capable of 
receiving the Government — 

Further — I would give to consider — that the Invita- 
tion to me to the Potowmack was in words as follow 
viz — To undertake there the execution of the President's 
intentions — that next his Instructions came through 
the Secretary of State placing me Independent [which 
Instruction it will not be unimportant to notice had 
(either through inadvertency or for same purpose) made 
my position at the first instance most perplexing and 
delicate] — I would give to consider that the apprehen- 
sion of the mischief attendant to all disjoint or jealous 
directions made me the first Solicitous of a proper 
Union of agency, and that it was in testimonial of con- 
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cordant disposition and to determine my undertaking 
the plan of the City that I was assured of the direction 
of the two main Edifices the Site and Configuration 
of which constituted essentially the base of its divis- 
ions — I would give to consider — that being agreed my 
agency should be primary over all employed at the 
work of the City, and that work all over to have been 
conformable to the Plan — for all what I could do after- 
ward inviting your Commission at its part [to provide 
and organize all the Branches of Administration] it 
having slighted the call and disclaimed owing an im- 
mediate attendance questioning whether the founda- 
tion of a new City had at all been the intention of its 
appointment the Consequence was that much of what 
ought to have been its care necessarily devolved on me 
to perform under the particular confidential Instruc- 
tion of the President. I lastly would give to consider 
that — thus eventually made to act a principal part in 
transactions of first Interest to the Federal Establish- 
ment (otherwise foreign to my agency) successful and 
approved in every Step and proposal made by me, I on 
the adoption of the grand Idea of the plan having been 
enjoined a prompt execution conformably to — the Scru- 
ple then with your Commission preventing an active co- 
operation, it became incumbent on me resolutely to 
endeavor those things of which it would not make a 
particular business and when necessitated to a dis- 
agreeable exertion of authority to trust on, and avail 
of, the support afforded me as in few instances I did 
cautioning the delinquents and pursuing the right 
course of my operations. 

To contrast my proceeding with the treatment which 
I met in return — it also would be seen that the greater 
the machination to frustrate my labours, the more re- 
gardless of personal consequences, I exerted abilities 
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advancing all matters of Import to the National ob- 
ject abetting no party meaning the advantage of ail 
and that — if my occasional absence (necessitated by 
variety of distant avocations) was opportunate to dis- 
turbances and arrest of my measures, these disturb- 
ances and arrest having constantly subsided and been 
receded from as I drew near again to the place — all 
can only be proofs additional but every of my direc- 
tions must have been considerate, Judicious, Proper, 
and not as some would have had it believed running 
Counter to regulation and Convention with them from 
whom I derived the power — it would be seen that not- 
withstanding the discouragement also of inconsiderate 
hurrying on of most intricate opperations, of the un- 
timely call of marking out Lots for Sale and other simi- 
lar indiscreet orders which besides the uselesssness of 
were effectedly given more to perform than by human 
power could have been devoument to the business made 
me cheerfully endeavour the utmost, overlook all In- 
conveniences repressing the Sentiment of the Injury to 
me^Intent and to do Justice to every call commit my 
health by the practice of passing from excessive hard 
days labour to the no less toilsome of long and whole 
set up nights destitute of the comforts and means of 
exigency to such an undertaking and in a clime the 
like. 

Thus it would be seen that left alone and having had 
to conquer the prepossession of people the primary af- 
fected by the operation of my plan, actively subduing 
difficulties and under a surcharge of care the mind en- 
gaged in the framing of a plan novel, extensive and va- 
ried in its ramifications, my agency extending also to 
ministration relative to Concessions of territory (that 
which I gained to the public being above three fourths 
over than the first sought after besides other detached 
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acquisitions of as much moment and advantage) the en- 
tire Scheme of the Federal Establishment was secured, 
most eminently to my perseverance in the business till 
the main bases of the plan were immutably fixed and 
a portion of the whole of the division and Improve- 
ments so began as needed for a regulation to the end. — 

By so liberally facilitating the execution of the plan 
Independent of me being visible I was diminishing my 
own Consequence in the Concern with your Commis- 
sion — I knowing of no new Legislative act to have 
Rendered the continuance of my Agency in union with 
your Commission more Incompatible in 1792 than had 
been from 1790 — here may be remarked the ungrateful- 
ness of the management at issue being then when all 
mattery were by one set in a good way that the cry 
against my so continuing began to be heard and that 
in unison, those long born vexations (before cautiously 
mitigated), were boldly redoubled and with so insuffer- 
able unprecedented Indignities that no longer abiding 
to compact the transaction as also as in the foreging 
numbered, shewed clearly the Mastery of an inimical 
envious Genious over both your Commission and the 
chief on whom depended the reorganization of the di- 
rective whom by preventing them the consideration of 
my proposals for — at last left nothing honorable for 
me to have done but the resignation which followed. 

Eesolving on the resignation, the Contrast again of 
my Conduct would Shew others ruled by petty policy 
against the better knowledge of things converting the 
reasons of my abandonment as best could sooth up 
the concerned in the event to a passive endurance of 
this mischief — biassing the public in belief to me in- 
jurious by whispering round but I failed in the respect 
due to the president of the United States aiid wished 
to have placed myself above your Commission, the in- 
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genuity of which Story helped first in dissuading the 
Citizens of Washington from remonstrating on the 
business by address as they intended to the President 
an act which would have been a manifest of the esteem 
which I left being me, too clashing with the purposes 
of blotting all traces of my agency for admitting doub- 
ly handling in order also of precluding the better dispo- 
sition of the chief and create distrust in me mistating 
to him my Sentiments, and to me representing him 
ill inclined thus casting the odium of particular doings 
on sides rendered of difficult access, were tricks ably 
managed but which for all that failed in the intent of 
exciting me through mistaken anger to uncivil demea- 
nour toward any. — it was seen to the contrary that — 
not only due respect to Office but right esteem of per- 
son all along actuated me, and so much so that at the 
moment previous to my resigning (and against the ad- 
vice of all that surrounded me) I gave fresh proofs of 
to the President of the United States — addressing this 
first Patron of the Federal Enterprize with the precise 
of my Ideas and intentions of conducting it — loyally 
giving into his honor my Schemes to enable your Com- 
mission the proper prosecution of the work began ad- 
vising such ways and means as I knew were attainable 
and warranted the most safe and Expediental — after 
which when the whole business with me was closed, 
manifesting none but my anxiety still for the good of 
the City — feeling strong in the Integrity and honor of 
my past Services against the Shafts of speculative 
Villains contemptuous of them all, I simply invited 
attention on the singular doing respecting the publish- 
ing of the City Plan as Explained Nos. 7. 8 and 9 and 
withdrew myself, with the comfort of assurances on 
that occasion renewed to me, in the name of the Presi- 
dent by his own Secretary, that nothing in the busi- 
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ness had been but upon the whole entitled me to praise 
and Insured me the continuance of his particular Es- 
teem and favor — the sense of mentioning which war- 
ranted me the sincerity of. — 

Having yielded in this honorable manner to the 
Jealousies of the same which the complete raising of 
the City to a Splendour and greatness worthy of its 
name must have acquired. — were it necessary more to 
illustrate the merit of the Sacrifice I could for the 
Satisfaction of those whose estimation of a concern 
may chiefly attach to the weight of base Coin from 
which to deduce profit or loss — produce data from 
which to appreciate the loss to my fortune consequent 
also to the failing of the promise upon wch I engaged 
in the planing of the City of Washington 

Giving to compare my actual distressed Condition 
with the affluent circumstances of, in 1790. — however 
may be said of the disastrous events Surveyned in Eu- 
rope and of the robberies which I in the interim ex- 
perienced on other hands of my saving here having 
contributed a share of the reduction — it would be 
easily demonstrable but the Invitation to the. Poto- 
mack and subsequent engagement there were ye pri- 
mary causes by necessarily having diverted my atten- 
tion from the turning of my family affairs in Europe 
and also — that having forced my removal from a place 
(New York) where I stood at the time able of command- 
ing whatever business I liked, the chances all were 
missed there by which I might have retreaved from 
difficulties — as what I elsewhere since I endeavoured 
proved unavailable or rather added to — owing also to 
tricking not altogether foreign to what I experienced 
in the Federal Enterprize — obvious therefore but the 
Inducement for hazarding my all in that Enterprize 
must have been the contemplation of a full compensa- 
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tion, here leaving a part, what is claimed by the cir- 
cumstances of loss and expence of the removal as nec- 
essitated. — if only inquiring into the advantages prom- 
ised by, may be set down that. 

1st. Of a Salary to my Agency commensurate with 
the magnitude and importance of the Object and of the 
Affairs managed. — 

2ndly. Of payment for the delineation of the City 
Plan on an estimation expected such as. the Sentiment 
of a work of genious alone alone can suggest and — dif- 
ferencing the production of the artist from that of the 
mere artisan or virtuoso, making also the price com- 
port with the benefit in the end to result to the Nation. 

3rdly. Of the proceed from the printing of the City 
Plan or an equivalent for being taken away the prop- 
erty thereof. — 

4th. Of the great additional perquisite necessarily to 
have devolved to me from the agency. — 

What those perquisites w r ould have come to — this 
would be well deducible from observing that on the 
adoption of my plan, proposals already from Particu- 
lar Companies placed under my immediate agency the 
errecting of Houses to the amount of $1,000,000 only 
for a first operation meant to have been extended to 
upward double the Sum and for my trouble in directing 
whch besides what would have come from an Infinitude 
of other detached fabricks, very liberal offers had been 
made and such as (exclusively of the right on public 
account) had procured me a dear gain of $50,000 on 
first start of the business and upon failure of which 
brought on as has been the Compensation due by Gov- 
ernment follow from all such Concerns having been 
made the Consideration in the planning of the City — 
the object of the first authorization of my Steps en- 
ticing those private ventures having been principally 
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the obtaining from the ventures themselves a loan of 
Money for the public work the carrying on of which 
they considering of essential mutual safety in the En- 
terprize made the loan be agreed with them for, at a 
moderate rate of 5 pet. and to an amount at once 
equal to the computed expences of five years of all pro- 
jected operations — by which mean the grand machin- 
ery of my plan was to have been set in motion raising, 
as if it had been magically a ready built City out of 
the Earth, thereby to have secured at all chances the 
most of the looked for, by the Shares of property whilst 
it had enabled the quiet prosecution of the political 
object saving the expences to the Nation since out of 
the Lots not built on when the loan reimbursement 
once effected would have remained a surplusage of 
great means and Income to the City itself. 

Whether the measure mutually failed from having 
been kept back waiting my going out of the agency— or 
whether it was dissuaded from by alluring Interest 
such as I wished to have restrained — being only re- 
verting to the principle of the negociation that I bring 
the disappointment up to the list of Services left un- 
requited — reflection must easily satisfy how the pros- 
pect in such an agency and the being hurrying on to a 
beginning of the Enterprize at the very time of the 
breaking out of the Revolution in my native Country 
made me lose the hearing of its Summons and taking 
away from me the leisure to have saved property re- 
vertible to me there, caused me the loss — a loss since 
the event of which I could only be heartened against 
the fear of want here by reckoning upon a great due 
(at least of gratitude) for a long series of Services, 
mostly gratuitous and which for having in a succession 
of above 22 Years, gained me the esteem, and I may 
say the confidence, of the great late American Chief 
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were not a little encreasing my Security in the concern 
taken at his Invitation, in the federal business my ex- 
pectation from which as expressed cannot but be still 
as sanguine as it was at the moment of the adoption 
of my plan, or more over I would give to consider that 
my belief in a full acquiescence to the terms and man- 
ner of the provisions negociated as above stated was 
consequent to my having seen every other interfering 
proposal, to mine dismissed and one particularly no- 
ticable for having come from the Secretary of the 
Treasury A: Hamilton himself which it is observable 
if it had prevailed still would have placed me within a 
Sphere of larger perspective than what I otherwise 
embraced — Speaking of the Secretary's Intention to 
have provided me at once with as many Pounds Ster- 
ling as I at the time computed of Dollars wanted. — His 
Scheme for which besides enabling the absolute com- 
pletion of the City Plan gave a greater certainty to 
the attainment of the political end, than the most timo- 
rous of the Interested to its success could well have 
questioned — here to take away the wonder of the dis- 
missal so far as I myself witnessed of the transaction 
ascribing the mistake to the temper of some of the 
primary consulted who precluded the president's own 
Judgment of the merits of the proposal the circum- 
stances may be well appeal] ed to as one of the many 
Instances when to my knowledge the dearest Interest 
of the City of Washington was sacrificed through the 
passion and weakness of its most esteemed Supporters 
and the Infatuation of some whom wishing the Seat of 
Government stand a mere contemptible hamlet had 
rested better satisfied with giving great name to small 
things than with having in reality those things done 
which were to have reflected an immortal honor on the 
nation, and rapidlv raised that Seat a splendid invit- 
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ing Capital — the Influence of whose character surpriz- 
ingly discernable in the opposition met while pursuing 
matters, the Injunction to me to effect which had been 
positive and reiterate, betrayed no less personal ill 
will causing those Injunctions to me the more Imperi- 
ous in proportion as bereaving me of the means I was 
tricked into a necessity either to have metamorpohesed 
myself an Insignificant impotent employer or re- 
nounced all concern in the business the latter of which 
must have been Expected from me better than that I 
could with honor at Stake at the issue of an Enterprize 
wholly of my own Scheme have descended from my 
Post insensible of a greater due and that I would 
covetously stooping to Insult and breach of agreement 
have committed myself to becoming the pliant tool for 
middling Speculators to have worked the destruction 
of the very riches by my labour to your Commission 
procured and so that on the Event of the Enterprize 
missing its end, I must have stood the apparent re- 
prehensible cause. — a chance which for being now hap- 
pily evaded still will not be believed out of the Intent 
of those who have advised or advocate that beggarly 
sj r stem of Oeconomy to which your Commission has 
been reduced being incredible how other but raking 
Schemery and Enemies to the politics and glory of the 
great patron founder of the City, can have opposed 
more provident arrangement and at the hazard of los- 
ing all, dared so novel and vast a work without a guide 
at least with none that could feel his repute and honour 
engaged to the success 

Could them whose Influence was so prevalent be at 
all the City friends — these insidious flatterers and 
courters of my exertions — it must be seen that watch- 
ful of the progress and Jealous of the Success, they pro- 
Yoked the resignation of my concern out of conceit of 
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abilities to have themselves overtaken again my ways 
and advantaged of all by me brought within power of 
effecting, and the facts and deductions to be drawn 
from all in the foregoing recital speaking of the wrong 
I suffered all the pretence of this having been perpe- 
trated out of good wish to the City, would not make 
that wrong less it would not diminish the evidences of 
the abuse to my property nor would it embellish the 
hideousness of the motive for the use make of people 
who under me were necessarily trusted with all my 
Ideas and Intentions, to say but these people did not 
so aid the business as might be imagined or that such 
promotion as in No. 4 (related) was only meant as a 
screen to the preferment of more reputable concur- 
rent. 

Be those persons who superceded me and who in ro- 
tation may have expelled one another either mere 
would be thought Architects or truly bred up to the 
profession and learned and able practisers — if they 
followed the paths chalked out by me or stepped from 
it, the result as the City shall rise will shew which of 
presumptuous ignorance or of true Judgment has been 
their guide and as I shall sincerely more lament the 
errors than Jealous the success — declaring here that I 
am far from the Idea of even reproaching them who 
have benefited of my stripping and that I neither pre- 
tend challenging an explication of the conduct of Su- 
periors simply yielding, and with much reluctance too, 
to the hard necessity of unfolding the unhappy situa- 
tion of my affairs and to what owing — I have particu- 
larized heads of grievances, and offered a comparative 
of Conduct in order that a right Judgment may be 
formed of the Errors and of where may lay. — and 
how the estimation of which you Gentlemen whom I 
now address I trust will be satisfied of the ground upon 
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which I promised to myself — but the Man whose mind 
I esteem was too great, and whose heart was too good 
to have partaken of the Intention of Wrong would not 
have failed at this Juncture for causing a redress pro- 
portionate to all what my fortune, and fame have suf- 
fered. 

Claiming such redress I question not but your Com- 
mission has itself all along holden the honor and Jus- 
tice of the American Nation for Engaged to — and there- 
fore hope that you Gentlemen actually in Office will 
view the foregoing as properly submitted to their con- 
sideration and left to be acted upon as in their own 
joint wisdom shall be deemed most consistent — I re- 
maining well certain that divested of all prepossessions 
and selfish regard — as a body actuated by no Interest 
but that of doing good — the merit of all circumstances 
will be generously weighed and that if — incompatible 
as I apprehend it may be with your charge be to do that 
ample Justice which is my right to expect — if the mat- 
ter should need be referred to Government you will 
(without refraining from affording what redress and 
relief may be in the power of your Commission) make 
it a point on the first convenient opportunity in an of- 
ficial way to call the Government attention on the 
state of the business — 

Could the opportunity soon occur I would anticipate 
much from your Individual good Commendation. In- 
dulging in the persuation but the propriety and merit 
of all my acts and directions in respect to business of 
the City of Washington has long before been rendered 
sensible to you Gentlemen in the prosecution of the 
Enterprize and that — however renouncing the System 
of operations by me set in train you have attained the 
principal of the end for which I contended — you will 
feel the attainment short of what I aimed at but not 
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the less for that adding to the debt of gratitude to me 
for — you will feel how by being secured in the object, 
the nation has become more directly in honor bound to 
compensate my loss and to repay my zeal and trouble 
and you will that the whole due may be appreciated, 
and discharged with credit to the nation as readily ac- 
knowledging, and as doubtless would have done him 
in whose praise I made my pride, — that the final fixing 
of the Federal Government on the bank of the Poto- 
mack, the advantage to result to the Union and the 
enrichment over an immense tract of contiguous coun- 
try is in a most particular manner attributable to the 
vivacity of my first conception of the business — to the 
Combination of my exertions beyoxid my professional 
line and to the devotedness with which suffering a 
great reverse of fortune I disregarded all consequences 
to myself honestly keeping at my post making head 
against cavilling opposition until by a display of the 
grand intention of my plan and by the manifestation 
of power as well as of resolution to effect it the reputa- 
tion which I acquired to the Enterprize had in con- 
necting the pride with the Interest of the Union 
changed the most influential of the Component States 
from Enemies into friends to the Establishment. 
With due Respect I have the honor to be 
[Endorsement.] 
Mr. L'Enfants 

Memorial 

delivered by 

Jno. Langdon 

21 March 
1801 



2 Cons. 
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Philadelphia, decembr. 7th, 1800. 

Memorial to the Honorable the Senate and to 

the Honorable the house of representatives of the 

United States of America in Congress assembled — 

Respectfully shewing that, I your memorialist — Peter 
charles L'Enfant — major of Engineer in the revolu- 
tionary war, having entered the Service of the United 
States early in 1776 — served without interruption to 
the end of the war, and, to great personal sacrifices 
joining the merit of wounds received and of hard Cap- 
tivity endured — having remained an inhabitant of the 
Said States, and a freeman of the City of new york by 
Special houorifick patent continuing usefull in various 
public employment since the peace of 1784 — but with- 
out any pay, and at my own expenses having performed 
many Services through encouragement of promises of 
regular reapointmerit with preferment consistant with 
my acquired title to — waiting that and, on the occasion 
of the first of the act fixing the permanent Seat of 
government on the bank of the potomack I having also 
been Invited there and charged of the devising of a 
Scheme for the establishment of a City, I consequently 
afterward, upon the adoption of the whole of the plan 
by me proposed became a principal in the direction 
Jointly with the Commission by law Constituted — fur- 
ther giving to Consider that I your memorialist pro- 
ceeded on that Service as I had done many before with 
more promptness to act than care of Stipulating Con- 
ditions or of procuring legal Substantiating to all the 
promised in the end — the mournfull event of the loss 
of the great chief and first President of these United 
States by whose choice and Confidence I had been hon- 
ored depriving me of the friend and principal depen- 
dancy in my cause — the whole in the following submit- 
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ted claim from the Equity of your honorable house to 
be generously considered. — 

The terms of the Invitation to me to the potomack 
having simply been these (viz) — to undertake there the 
President Intention — and next on the Connecting of 
my agency with the Commission — the Supremacy over 
all the employed being Conceded to me the Commission 
also having left it to me — to devise to Suggere and to 
bring on all Sorts of arrangement or matters of Inter- 
est to the enterprise — this great Confidence and re- 
sponsibility too to — answer, whilst at the Same time 
the required and the expected from me at once at the 
on Set of the business enlarged its difficulties and the 
Scheme of enterprise for its novelty excited a faning 
of Interests — will doubtless well Satisfy your honor- 
able house — how laborious was my task and that an 
active resolute exertion of abilities alone Could for- 
ward that business and in the midst of a world of In- 
trigues and of Contrarieties have well preserved the 
mind free for the Combinations of a plan So pecu- 
liarly adapted to circumstances and so varied as is 
that of the city of Washington. 

Noticing these Intrigues because at first and so long 
as uncertainty attended my labour having been mod- 
erated — the disguise was thrown off as gradually as by 
a loyal and generous display and communication of my 
every Intentions and ends, I diminished my own Con- 
sequence by rendering my own plan possible to other 
to execut Independant of me and — it having been then 
when — agreably to the President desire and after 
urged on by the Commissionairs themselves — a begin- 
ing had been made at all points and when — Supply was 
Insured to all adequate (at least by me brought within 
reach to have been so Insured) that a cry against main- 
taining me so able in the agency became to be heard. — 
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there upon will I pose — leaving it to the wisdome of 
your honorable house to define the reasons — to Judge 
of the wrong and how to me hard and mortifying that 
—when my agency had thus far been availled of and 
after so active and successfull — when by all acknowl- 
edged to have been to the best of end directed to the 
satisfaction and advantage of the people owners of the 
territory of Columbia and also — that my every Step 
and measures had met the approval and been given the 
support of the great patron of the establishment whose 
personal glory the grand end Concerned — the Enemies 
of that Entreprise and Speculators coalised with the 
Jealouses of the same which a complete raise of the 
city to a splendor and greatness worthy its name and 
the capitol of a grand Empire must have acquired — 
Should have found Supporters and have become so 
prevalent and so irresistible as has proved from the 
wrought on necessity of a departure from my System 
of general Economie of management to the end of com- 
pelling the relinquishment of my concern. 

on the resulting abuses and to confine to what di- 
rectly affected me. — to the evil of Injury to my fame 
and to that of the destruction of my fortune — having 
been joined that of a disappointment also of a prefer- 
ment to an office particularly made my dependency at 
the first, of the late raising of fortifications and at the 
successive variance in the reorganisation of the depart- 
ment of Engineers — mentioning that merely to Shew 
whence and how different ways a victim of my Confi- 
dence liberality and zeal in my public Concerns — the 
Integrity also of the views in all my aspirings having 
kept me from an over pursuit, in the meanwhile Sunk 
my every resource under deceptive prospects and En- 
couragements and — of this Integrity and of its Conse- 
quences, the ready resignation I made of my grand 
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Concern in the affairs of the City of Washington afford- 
ing conspicuous uncontroulable proof — on these will I 
rest, deeming it unnecessary more to enumerate In- 
stances when disinterestedness and a Sense of the hon- 
orable to do, has been the predominent through my 
Several achievements for fame — I maintaining the 
hope that — twenty three years of attachment to these 
United States, the free Spending of my own in Services 
not altogether unprofitable to them — having born evi- 
dence of my Constancy to principle and gained me the 
esteem as it had merited me the Confidence of the late 
chief and first president of these United States will be 
recommending me to the Indulgence and favour of 
your honorable house, especially at so auspicious a 
juncture as that of its first Seating in the city of Wash- 
ington — when the circumstance naturally is to recal to 
mind or to prompt to Enquiry to known — by whom was 
the establishoment first framed. 

Encouraged by this persuasion in here Stating the 
object of this memorial to be to Submit to the Equity 
of your honorable house — certain cases of Infraction 
of my rights and due, with other Injury Sustained at 
the close of my Concerns in the affairs of the City of 
Washington (all in abuse of the generosity 2iid loyalty 
of my conduct. — referring for particular to the Sub- 
joigned paper No. 1. T your Memorialist confidently 
pray for redress and for Compensation. 

also and to the end that my Scheme of the City es- 
tablishment may become better understood — referring 
to the Commission itself for Explanation of the pro- 
prietie of the novel way of division and to Shew the 
practicability (agreable to my Intention) with ease to 
have Completed the work within the period by the act 
limited. — this as will Satisfy of the fore-cast of my 
combinations and of the weight of the charge and care 
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at the Setting on of so great a work under opperation, 
being to enable the proper valuing of the plan and the 
merit of my direction. 

farther I Shall not take up the time of yo*ur honor- 
able house but to express regret that, the Interests that 
have been to detach me from that business Should 
have also dissuaded its prosecution on the System by 
me laid down and to the admission of Ignominous lot- 
tery Speculation and of other destructive of the city 
property — which by dissabling the Commission from 
that great mean for Supply that had been through my 
exertions first created — has left the growth and popu- 
lation of the city a matter of chance at the hazard of 
missing the main object of its foundation and as neces- 
sarily caused its actual Insufficiency and will keep it 
long yet before it can afford any thing like the prom- 
ised by me or Suitable for a Seat of national Councils 
and Government, not at the Same time questioning — 
but that in parting from my System the principals, 
managers or others respectable characters Influential 
to an opposition to me were all actuated by Justifiable 
motives though differing from the policy that rulled 
me. — I well account how likewise in an Entreprise so 
novel a misconception may have been of the proper for 
an efficient prosecution of the design — how honest 
minds unsuspecting of the end, can have been persua- 
ded to the worst of expedients and how also Subaltern 
agents, over officious, may have atchieved much to my 
Injury — only therefore lamenting the mischief of a co- 
ersion of the best Intentions I shall here pass silently 
over the arts and machinations by which I became a 
victim of my zeal and of my respect for and Confidence 
in the high authority by w T hom I acted — this indeed too 
long and too disgraceful for recital being besides unim- 
portant, Since it would not alter facts nor could niether 
add nor diminish of the Injury to Indemnify. 
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having given the Commission full minute relation 
of facts and of management as have been in above of 
the loyalty of my conduct which Joined to the Stock 
of its own Information will Enable the gentlemen now 
in office themselves to explain (if that Should be neces- 
sary) on points both delicate and grievous to me to re- 
mind of — also having there upon obtained the assur- 
ance of those gentlemen disposition to Support or aid 
the prayer I have no made— I not only rely on their 
Sensibility of an Indemnification being due to me for 
loss consequent to deprivation and Infraction of cer- 
tain of my rights as also for other Injury — but that — 
their own Experience through a long administration — 
their knowledge of the State in which I found and of 
that in which I left the local of the City of Wash- 
ington — both as have Satisfied them of what begining 
I made and what were the difficulties by me Con- 
quered — will press out an honorable avowal that — for 
all the change the agency have undergone and how- 
ever deviating from the principle of the work by me 
began the chief of the ends for which I contended is 
now attained — Such an attainement glorious as may 
be to the Commission Still Short of what I aimed at, 
is not the le&s attributable to me and in a high degree 
too deserving of a munificent acknowledgement for. — 
being well certain that them who wittnessed my ac- 
tions, if they be but disinterested men, will all agree 
that — the Succes of tfie City of Washington was first 
Insured by the reputation which I gained to the en- 
treprise — by the quick Conception of the proprietie of 
its local — by exertions and Combinations uncommon 
to my proffessional line and — by the devotedness with 
which, whilst I Suffering a great reverse in my family 
fortion I still persevered in unprofitable labour and at 
the end resolved, the Sacrifice also of my prospects in 
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that Entreprise to a reconciliation and harmonising 
of parties and Interests that opposed the progress. 

I indulg therefore the hope that to the regard of all 
circumstances upon which my prayer is founding the 
pressure of my necessities will be conclusive from See- 
ing me come forward in the mortifying attitude of Sup- 
plicant before your honorable house at a place and on 
a day too as the present when reflection alone must 
Convince that — if I had but been permitted the execu- 
tion of the City plan, the brilliancy of the Success by 
bringing me all triumphantly over the Jealouses would 
now have gained me the honor of a free unanimous 
vote in Expression of the Satisfaction at the Service. 

feeling the differenc of the Situation and humbly 
Submitting my case to your honorable house I your 
Memorialist remain 

with profound respect 

the Honorable the Senate 
and the Honorable the house 
of representatives 

most obedient 
most devoted and 
humble servant 

Peter charles L'Enfant. 



Note referred to on page 12 of the Exposition 

With respect to the tales that "I withheld from the 
commissioners the plan and the information in my pos- 
session relative thereto" the following questions and 
answers must naturally occur, viz. 

Question. 1. — What right could the commissioners 
pretend to my plan or to those informations relative 
thereto? 
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Answer, none whatever. 

Q. 2. — Did they ever ask this of me? 

A. never. 

Q. 3.— Why did they not? 

A. I presume because I was not paid for & was not 
obliged by any promise to have done more than I 
did. 

Q. 4. — Did they not receive the plan from the presi- 
dent and the information which he chose to give to 
them? 

A. they certainly did. 

Memorandum 

If I had retained anything improperly, the president 
was the only person to whom I was accountable. 

Q. 5. — Did not the commissioners forcibly take pos- 
session of a manuscript of my plan, together with notes 
of my directions to surveyors, which I had lent on 
trust to one of the persons employed by them after I 
had left the business? 

A. They absolutely did so. 

Q. 6. — Did they not in a surreptitious manner pro- 
cure and cause my plan to be engraved at Philadel- 
phia? 

A. They did so. 

Q. 7. — When they thus procured the engraving did 
they not know that I intended to have published it? 
and had they not themselves engaged of me 10,000 
copies? 

A. They undeniably did know & had so engaged. 

q # . g # — Was I not justly entitled to expect from them 
the price for those 10,000 copies that I might have got 
by a sale to others? 

A. I believe there can be no doubt of it. 

q # 9 # — Was it not therefore doing me a wilful injury 
to sell the engraving for their own account or purpose 
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at a reduced price thereby depriving me of my price 
and of the right to the exclusive privilege of publica- 
tion? 

A. It was. 

Q. 10. — If they had had any right to it would they 
have resorted to so shameful a mode of procuring it? 

A. I believe they wd have taken a more legal way. 

Q. 11. — Did not president Washington declare the 
engraved plan to be the determined plan of the city 
and that he would not permit it to be deviated from? 

A. He did so declare. 

Q. 12. — Was not the president bound by every prin- 
ciple of honor and justice, as he had previously prom- 
ised to the proprietors not to depart from the original, 
by me in the first instance laid out? 

A. He certainly was. 

Q. 13. — Was it not by thus binding himself as also 
by promising the execution in the way I proposed that 
he obtained the assent of the landed proprietors to the 
partition of the building lots & obtained besides the 
several parcels of land purchased for the use of the 
TJ. S. at so low a price as 25 pounds per acre? 

A. This is a well known and an undeniable fact. 

Q. 14. — Can it therefore be doubted that the en- 
graved plan is agreeable to the original lines of the 
grand divisions of the city? that it is correct with re- 
spect to the distribution of the sites of the capitol, judi- 
ciary and the president's house — that it is also eorrect 
in the course of the canal and that no alteration can be 
made in any of those things? 

A. This cannot be doubted and I certify that it is 
absolutely so. 

Q. 15. — What then are the alterations. Were there 
not several lines of avenues suppressed from the orig- 
inal design; and did not this suppression cause a de- 
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rangement in the lines also of some of the right angled 
streets? 

A. There were some such alterations but these were 
made by myself at the recommendation of the president 
& of the secretary of state, Mr. Jefferson, as early as 
august 1791 before I prepared the map for engraving, 
and at the request of the original proprietors of one 
particular section of the city. And all the proprietors 
know that altho the drawing laid before them at their 
general meeting was declared to be approved by the 
president, it had not his final approval until after the 
above alterations were made and only on the date afore- 
said. 

N. B. — No other alteration could possibly be effected 
except the change of property from hand to hand, that 
is to say, that some squares were struck out which were 
intended to be reserved as public property and have 
been permitted to be sold to individuals — this produced 
a change in numbering the lots and could not be justly 
called an alteration in the plan. 

P. chas. L'Enfant 

No. 1 

paper referred to 

per memorial to — the Honorable the Senate (decembr. 

7th) and the Honorable the House of representatives 
of the United States &c. 

Particular Statement of Cases referred to per memo- 
rial and the Circumstance under which offered having 
been explained leave now to be Considered as are in 
the following numeral heads respectfully Submitted 
(viz) 

1st. — of Injury done to my fame as an Artist — by 
multiplied Spurilous publication of my plan of the City 
of Washington, in abuse of a permission first by me 
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granted in obedience to the president own desire for an 
essay engraving with his prior assurance that no copy- 
ing from would have been allowed. — next by hinder- 
ance of publishing a Correct map in my own name the 
materials for which, Such as manuscript drawing notes 
of grounds level and measurement &c. all were through 
Some authority laid hold of and detained from me. 
lastly — by the Singular policy — of suppressing my 
name from the title of the maps as emitted and that 
J ike wise of preventing the mention of in pamphlets and 
other the most notable public relation that have been 
of the Columbian establishement and to the end (mani- 
fest) of depriving me of the honor of becoming known 
as the Original designer. 

2dly. — of the resulting Injury to my fortune — by 
deprivation thus of the proceed from Sale of my own 
work — to the number of upward of 15,000 Copies on 
a moderate computation from the difference of the En- 
gravers hands — from the variety of Sizes plates, also 
from the extent and population of country and places 
where have for these nine years past been disposed of 
here and in Europe and mostly Selling for from tow to 
three dollars each. — whether or not such be the number 
out, at least from 15 to 20,000 Copies are but the 
raisonable to be taken into view as the probable quan- 
tity that would have Sold of the right maps at the time 
of first Interest and Curiosity as had been excited by 
my exertions at the Commencement of the entreprise — 
therefore being easily to estimate the difference now to 
my fortune Seeing the mischief obviously owing to my 
Condescension in obedience to the President of the United 
States— I cannot doubt but my right to a Compensation 
will here be readily admitted. 

3dly. — of Injury likewise to my fortune and fame — 
owing to transgression of promises, particularly re- 
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specting the tow main Edifices, the Capitol and presi- 
dency palace. — the errecting of both which after my 
own designs had been a primary Condition to my en- 
gagement to planing the City. — to whose peculiar di- 
vision those Edifices were in Configuration essential to 
have exactly corresponded. — whereas the unjust recant 
from the promised — the injudicious departure from 
what I had began through management of people either 
ill Intent or Incapable of fitting the plans to the Cir- 
cumstances of the Site for — has ruined the most esti- 
mable part of the Scheme which for the originalness 
of the thought in its whole Connected would have 
raised the City of Washington to an unrivaled splen- 
dour — an Injury to my fortune thence arising from the 
loss of the very designs Sketches minute of the In- 
tended Edifices and of preparative for other and for 
the aqueducs, the bridges, the grand dock and Canal &c. — 
all precious memorandum for an Artist to have pre- 
served and all destroyed or diverted away from my 
own quarter and out of other offices under favour it is 
believed of disturbances in my absence excited — the 
last Instance of which (when while I was abroad on 
business with the president my begining of the founda- 
tion of the main Edifices was arrested and other op- 
perations too prevented, that were waited for by me 
and necessary to my perfecting the general plan) deter- 
mined the abandonement of the whole of my Concerns 
to the Commission. 

4th. — of the Injury to my fortune owing to heavy ex- 
pences and loss consequent to removal from a City 
(Sew York) were prior Succesfull entreprise had placed 
me able of commanding great business and where I 
not only missed great chances of fortune by absense 
but absolutely lost a property in lots of ground worth 
$5,000 (for which it was Sold) through contrivance of 
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Some malevolent avaricious men amongst the Corpo- 
ration of that City who made me appear as having re- 
nounced the grant. 

5th. — that at the end, — those Jealousies and Specu- 
lations Contradictory to my System Caused me the loss 
of a bargain of $50,000 a Sum of right perquisite ac- 
cruing from particular Compagnies Entreprises of 
building in amount at first place of $1,000,000 and 
which Intended to double that Sum with an Increase 
of the benefit to me, being to have been planed and 
conducted in concert and to the advancement of the 
public part of Improvements were Consequently to 
have depended on my direction. — on which — 

it may be remarked that — in order for giving cer- 
tainty to the whole connected Entreprise (no provision 
having been made for by law) I had been from the be- 
gining and while planing of it authorised to the organi- 
sation of Such compagnies, and with the double object 
of by their means procuring advances of money, which 
at my Invitation they had offered to an amount at once 
equal to the whole Computed want for five years of op- 
perations — for the paving of Streets — for the grand 
canal and — for other usefull and pleasurable Improve* 
ments which it made part (ft my System to have pro- 
gressed far in, before making any great Sale of lots 
even before building of houses.— the Contract proposed 
hath afforded all the necessary money on a Simple In- 
terest of 5 per Cnt. without any premium, on the Secur- 
ity of the City property itself — and to have been grad- 
ually reimbursed either by giving houses lots or Cost, 
at the choice of the borower and begining only after ten 
years, So that the houses lots enhanced in price by 
progress of Improvements clearly would have an- 
swered (what I meant by that property) to have Saved 
altogether the Expense of the City establishment to 
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the nation — a Scheme of bargain the most Equal in 
Advantages to both Sides of the Ooncernies — the which 
hath met the mind of the president and his approval 
too (apparently at least Judging from the dismissal of 
all Interfering proposals and namely of one coming 
from the Secretary of the treasury [Mr. Hamilton] all 
which making the negociafcion Complete So far as in 
me depended — maintain me in the hope but the missing 
of the promised by the bargain, as related to myself 
with those Compagnies, especially when it is reflected 
on the cause, will be admitted as a grievance properly 
recorded amongst Injury In titling me to Compensa- 
tion. 

Gth. — that besides that the esteem of the character 
and my personal dependancy in the late President dis- 
positions had commanded an early unreserved commu- 
nication of my plans an!d the display of the machinery 
for Execution (so much to my Injury since abused of) 
other raisons Joined as forcibly Inducive that — no be- 
forehand bargain — had been possible for the work of 
those plans nor no Sallary Could have been well de- 
termined for my agency nor direction of a work so va- 
ried and unprecedented — before Some previous begin- 
Ing and an understanding of the whole magnitude of 
the objects of pursuit had been for an appraisement 
of the labour and Computing with that too the ad- 
vantages ensuing to the nation from the grand Combi- 
nation of the plan. 

thus the matter more than once all considered with 
the late President and on particular occasions too when 
theCommissionaires questionedwhat wolild be the price 
of my services they having acquiessed in the observa- 
tion on the propriety of a postponing of the determina- 
tion on the Subject — it was by all well understood that 
an allowance proportionate to a gross estimate of the 
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hole expenditure is the due, in all great entreprise to 
the Architect Conductor, Independently of payment 
for plans and of other gratifications — and being agre- 
able to Such common usage that the Compagnies afore- 
noticed did offered me the $50,000 clearly the public 
part of the opperations to have gone on upon a pace 
with the private ventures — the Commissionaires them- 
selves must have felt had at least Intitled me to Some 
thing Similarly gratifying as allowance for the general 
direction Since that direction Could not possibly have 
embrassed less than it at first did — because upon a fast 
progressing of at one and the same time all the main 
parts of the City was depending my promise and En- 
gagement to them to have raised it a City to all Intent 
and purposes by the time by law prescribed for the re- 
moval of Government. 

7th. — that being charged with the execution of the 
president of the United States Intentions I could not 
have thought of bargaining before hand, nor of asking 
for written Instructions or directions as I might well 
have done if I had been the Simple agent of the Com- 
mission — that thus — Insecure myself — but Engaged to 
an Insurance of the political end of the Entreprise as 
well as to the Safty of the ventures in it, and urged as 
I were besides from all sides and by. Injunctions too 
the most positive and recidive from the president and 
from the Commission; to a premature begining and 
progress in all what I proposed — having So confidently 
and So laboriously worked to gratify Impatient desire 
and been left no leisure for thinking of the end to my- 
self, — when it is considered that that end proved so 
abusive that it would Seem as if I had only been valued 
as a convenient tool for levelling difficulties and be 
handled at every ones wish till the way made certain 
for other, the trowing of me aside had become expe- 
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dient for reaping reputation and profit from my labour 
— Surrely it cannot be otherwise but manifest (and as I 
promised it to myself) that the great chief patron of 
the establishement whose immediate and Confidential 
agent I was — whose approval and Support hath En- 
couraged me in all my pursuits — being himself too 
honorable and too good to have encouraged doings 
against his own Sense of the proprieties or with an In- 
tention of the resulted wrong — knowing how much I 
suffered and that I Submitted to all out of respect for 
and Confidence in him — would not have failed on the 
present occasion from befriending me and have of his 
own movement procured a redress every ways propor- 
tionate extending the esteemation of the Indemnifica- 
tion due to what a few months of longer Continuance 
in the business must necessarily have all secured to me. 
— an estimation which how high so ever may here bring 
the Sum to Indemnify — none who have a knowledge 
and understanding of the nature and proprieties of all 
the performed will Consider any way above the merited 
nor Could it indeed be deemed so by them who may be 
judge of only the labour and fatigue — the tow first sea- 
sons of tryal of which all who withnessed will allow 
Committed me to more than the human frame and mind 
would be Capable of long Sustaining 

8. — and lastly that — the Cases offered here for Con- 
sideration — are not Cases merely of a missing of gain or 
of depprivation the causes of trivials embarrassment 
momently felt — but cases of real loss — of disappoint- 
ment of absolute dues — of right dependency and of 
abuses altogether the cause the active cause of my 
total ruin — the cause of the total extinction of my re- 
sources in this Country and likewise of the loss of in- 
heritance in my native — being the fact that being In- 
vited to the entreprise of the city of Washington at an 
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Epoch of revolution when the occurences in my native 
Country proved the most destructive of any that have 
been to Individuals rental estate took away from me 
the possibility of exertions to have Saved mine and 
that whilst my attention necessarily diverted from the 
turning of my family fortune caused the entire ceasing 
of the Supply from parents whom did afforded to all 
my need both during the late war and till that time 
in this Country — it so proved that also the necessary 
abandon or neglect of all private Concerns that could 
have divided my attention from the City of washing- 
ton — were jointly the cause that — (on the vanishing of 
the grand prospect of fame and fortune by which I had 
been allured to the Entreprise) I was left without 
any thing on which to depend for Sustainance — since 
which vain though ardous my exertions were to re- 
trieve — the disappointment also of the waited for em- 
ployment in my line of engineer exausting all my hav- 
ing and the assistance of my friends too — has plundged 
me in to an abyss of difficulties the endurence of which 
I have only been heartened to till this day by the reflec- 
tion that I am deserving of better end. — 

Closing here and Conscious that all in the foregoing 
is Strictly the true and precise exposition of facts and 
of their unhappy Consequences — pledging myself to 
that — it is nevertheless not upon the exciting of a sen- 
sibility of the wrongs which I suffered that I found my 
hope now in the Equity and munificence of the Ameri- 
can national representation — my Encouragement so to 
hope from them rather deriving from a Confidence in 
their just sense and well appraising of the greatness of 
my Entreprise of at once creating a City to be the Capi- 
tal of so vast an Empire and that in the Estimation 
of the national advantages therefrom to derive, they 
will allow me my Share of the merite. 



10S Records of the Columbia Historical Society. 

whatever be the room for petty criticism as out of 
zeal to excuse the actual Incomplete State of thing 
seem bent to Shiff off the blame on me by affectingly 
reproving the extensiveness of the plan and novelty 
of the distribution of the City of Washington — fearing 
not the malignancy of such fault finder nor that of 
Jealouses where I have the approbation of my own 
mind for all what I did or Intended doing — relying on 
the honor of the Commissionaires themselves — in re- 
ferring to them for the explanation of the Intention 
and conditions upon which my plan was framed and to 
tell how far they have Conformed to or deviated from — 
here I will rest upon the presumption of its being vis- 
ible to all well dicerning mind — 

that the actual Inconveniency and difficulties under 
which Government will have for a while yet to Con- 
tinue at the City of Washington — are not the fault of 
the System of the plan of establishment nor Imputable 
to any of the management of the projector but — to the 
contrary that it is the natural necessary consequence 
of a departure from the rull of conduct first by me 
traced and Entirely the fault of the abandonement of 
the works by me began — nothing of which therefore 
can any wise diminish of the merite of original Intent 
nor make those great advantages (as after all soon or 
later, must result to the United States, the less attrib- 
uable to the well Conception and grand Combination 
of my Scheme, upon which it may Suffice to remind 

that the first gain, from my labour has been that — 
of an Immense property over and above the wanted 
for defrayment of the whole work of the city — that to 
me is equally due the great Increase of the wealth of 
all the Indigenous Individuals of the territory of Co- 
lumbia as likewise will be the progressive enrichement 
of an Extensive Surrounding Country whilst manufac 
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turers and mechanicians will be benefited various ways 
whose genius and arts in all the respective relations 
the vast opperations of the plan of the City were calcu- 
lated for, and can not but yet by suscession of time 
greatly advance to a rivalling of European Superiority. 

thus to the recall (as per memoranda) of my military 
Services and Suffering in trying time of difficulties 
and hazard — being to be joined the recollection of 
many of my atchievements and endeavours to an ad- 
vancement of the genius for liberal arts and Sciences, 
I trust — that allowing me the merite of having been a 
zealous and primary promoter of a Spirit for great en- 
treprises through the United States — the Consideration 
will be that — I in no Instance worked to my profit and 
that having had on all occasions the Glory and Inter- 
ests of these United States at heart — my exertions as 
respect to the territory of Columbia were not Confined 
to the machinal drawing of plains nor to the Stupid 
overseeing of men. 

therefore Siafely here leaving off the Consideration 
of grievances — if such as are in the foregoing numbered 
were possible to be denied the redress and compensa- 
tive prayed for — Still would I not renounce the expec- 
tation of a full Equivalent to that — in an other way on 
the Simple appraising of the 'merited by my Services 
and performances 

relying upon this it is that I here confidently Sup- 
plicate that redress and Indemnification may be — for 
the Injury done to my fame by anonymous Spurious 
publication of my plans — and for the wrong to my for- 
tune likewise owing to deprivation of the proceed from 
the Sale of my own work — from that of the learning 
by my labour and for other loss and Sacrifices the re- 
sult of my zeal confidence and liberality. — testifying at 
the same time my position now became such as to ren- 
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der me pressing for a determination — it being abso- 
lutely upon what power I may obtain for a restoration 
of my former having that now depend my Existence — I 
remmain well persuaded but the prayer will be granted 
in all points answerable to my long dependency on the 
Honor the Justice and Equity of the American na- 
tion. — 

P. Charles L'Enfant 

[Endorsement.] 
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